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Courthouse Trip
by Alex Cummings

Over the last few months two groups of 8th grade students went to the U.S. District Court of New Hampshire. 
The students had the experience of watching immigrants become official citizens of the United States, and 

selective few students even had a chance to lead the new citizens in their first Pledge of Allegiance as United 
States citizens. In addition to the ceremony the 8th grade students on the trip had a chance to meet Kia, a spe-
cially-trained dog for sniffing out explosive powder, a job incredibly important to the safety of the courthouse, 
especially since it might be a target for acts of violence. After asking the owner of the dog, an officer trained in 
detecting explosives, some questions about the lifestyle of him and Kia, the group went up into one of the court-
rooms with Judge Mcafferty and ran a mock trial. The trial gave them a sense about how the courtroom worked 
when a trial was in session. After eating a quick lunch, a brief presentation was given about an actual trial that 
happened in the past called, “The Tinker Versus Moines Independent School District Trial”. In the trail the dis-
trict was being sued by the Tinker family for suspending two students for wearing black armbands to school. The 
armbands showed their support for removing U.S. troops from Vietnam. 
 After the presentation the students went back to the courtroom and ran the trial themselves, one group 
representing the students and another group representing the school system. After the mock trial Judge Mcaf-
ferty explained the verdict of the real trial which was a 7-2 vote for the Tinker family. She explained the reason 
the school district lost was due to the 1st Amendment, meaning the black armband was categorized as a form 
of expression. After thanking Judge Mcafferty for her time the students packed up and left the courthouse. 
Although they were leaving the courthouse behind, they took with them the knowledge of the ins and outs of 
courtrooms in the U.S. District Court. 

On November 15, I went to Concord with my family to see my neighbor, who is from Poland, become a nat-
uralized American citizen. The ceremony took place at the United States District Court for New Hampshire 

(DNH). To get to the ceremony I had to walk through security and then walk up a flight of stairs. When I got 
there I found my neighbors and sat down with them and waited. Once everyone was there a judge stood up and 
spoke about the rules, requirements, importance, and honor of being an American citizen. Then three eighth 
graders from S.M.S. stood up and led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. After that, the judge recited the Oath 
of Allegiance, the seventy-two people seeking to be American citizens repeated it, and they were citizens! Next, a 
group of middle schoolers stood and sang a compilation of American songs. Following that, the new Americans 
got certificates and the ceremony was finished.
 While waiting for the ceremony to commence, I was struck by the amount of diversity around me. There 
were seventy two people from thirty seven different countries, and a lot of their families! Also, since it was so 
crowded they had to provide an extra viewing room with a live video feed to accommodate all the people who 
wished to watch the ceremony. In conclusion, it was an interesting and educational experience, and I am glad I 
went.

Naturalization
by Harlan Bielagus
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7th Grade Karaoke Contest
by Zoey Lazzaro

The seventh grade had a Karaoke Contest on 
Friday, November fifteenth. It was fun. This 

all started when Mr. Driscoll’s advisory was just 
singing in the karaoke machine on Fridays and 
the other students also wanted to participate, as 
well. When we got Puma P.R.I.D.E. tickets and 
made our goal for the chromebook rollout, the 
seventh grade decided to have a full on kara-
oke contest between the advisories. Mr. Driscoll 
even bought a trophy and medals for the win-
ning advisory. So it took a lot of effort to get ev-
erything organized. Mr. Driscoll’s advisory went 
around to find the other advisories’ team names, 
and who is in each group/team.
 The room we did the singing in was Mrs. 
Norby’s, as it is big enough for the whole grade. 
We could not finish the contest on just one Fri-
day, but we did finish the first round on Mon-
day. Then we had a final round with the top four 
teams chosen. Then after that the two winning 
teams did a championship round on another day.
 The four advisory groups that got in to 
the final round were: Driscoll, Norby, Cutter, 
and Brezovec. These are the songs they sang: 
Truth Hurts (Driscoll), Sweet Caroline (Nor-
by), Counting Stars (Cutter), Call Me Maybe 
(Brezovec). The final round was on Thursday 
the twenty first. The songs they sang for the final 
were: Let it Go (Driscoll), Eye of the Tiger (Nor-
by), All For Me (Cutter), Paparazzi (Brezovec). 
And the two teams that made it to the last round 
were: Brezovec and Cutter. And the overall win-
ner was, Brezovec. I am not sure what songs 
they all sang, but they won. They got the trophy 
and medals.  The trophy will sit with Brezovec’s 
advisory until the next time.

Kilban

Norby

Russell

Driscoll

Mayo

Brezovec Cutter
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MBlock is a basic coding website similar to Scratch 
in which you program sprites to either move, 

speak or interact with other sprites. mBlock program-
ming is an EHP class currently available to only 5th 
and 6th grade students. MBlock meets on E block A 
days, and C block E days. On E days 5th graders from 
Mrs Decibus’s C block science class come and learn to 
make slides in mBlock.  At the moment the 5th graders 
are working on making winter slides for the announce-
ments. On A days the 6th graders meet without the 5th 
graders. At the moment only three 6th graders partic-
ipate in mBlock. So far we have made slides for the 
announcements and made a movie on the expectations 

that advisories are going over and earning tickets for 
Puma P.R.I.D.E.. At the moment we are working on 
creating drawings by using the pen. We program the 
pen to create a geometric shape and it does then.  Once 
we learn how to do the shapes, we program it to add 
shapes together to create images.
 We hope to be able to use the robots (mbots) 
and program the robots using mBlock. I feel that in 
mBlock a real challenge is always having to be very 
precise or your entire program could get messed up. 
I have had to start over multiple times just to get one 
program right. If you are making a  movie and the 
time does not add up right, then you will be forced to 

change everything after that point so that you can 
make all the times add up. Another one of the larg-
est challenges I feel is making sure to download ev-
erything. When I was creating my movie I had to 
start over three times because I did not download 
it properly. Last year during Mrs Decibus’s RTI we 
did mBlock and it was really fun, so I continued to 
do it as a 6th grader. I am really looking forward to 
when we do the robots. mBlock has definitely been 
fun and I look forward to continuing mBlock for the 
rest of the year as well as teaching the fifth grade 
students how to do mBlock.

MBlock 2019
by Josiah Conley

In art class we have started a new proj-
ect, Navajo weaving. The Navajo Tribe 

is a native American tribe that this proj-
ect is inspired by.  The Navajo Tribe was 
famous for their amazing weaving, which 
was large and took around 2-3 months to 
create. In art class we don’t really have 2-3 
months so we created a simpler loom. We 
took our thread and wrapped it around a 
piece of cardboard with squares cut out of 
the top, which was our loom. It was now 
time to weave. You can weave in all differ-
ent colors and use different knots that can 
add a unique texture to your weaving. The 
Navajo weaving project is very fun and I 
can’t wait to continue it. 

Navajo Weaving
by Ava Cronin Happy

Holidays
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The T-Shirt  Contest
by Brayden Boice

The winner of the t-shirt con-
test is Judah Cyr-Under-

wood!! We had all been waiting 
on pins and needles to find out 
the winner. Many people had 
entered the contest for SMS 
T-shirt design - including yours 
truly. The T-shirt competition 
was held by Mrs. McLean and 
her advisory. Mrs. McLean and 
some of her students made de-
cisions on  the dates, the rules, 
and the top ten designs. The 
voting took place on the 15th 
of November; because so many 
students did not vote, it was ex-
tended to the 22nd. Mrs. Mc-
Lean created this competition 
because our school does not 
have a T-shirt that unifies us, 
or expresses our message. Mrs. 
McLean and her t-shirt compe-
tition team (or her advisory stu-
dents) decided that if SMS cre-
ated a t-shirt, that it should be 
made by the students. The rules 
for the contest were that the 
design must be on white print-
er paper and it must have the 
words “South Meadow School” 
or “SMS”. You were allowed to 

make your design digitally but 
you had to print it out and put 
your name and advisor on the 
back. When you finished your 
design and it was printed if it 
was created digitally, then you 
would submit your design by 
placing it in the folder provided 
in your advisory. The submis-
sions in  their folders were col-
lected November 8th.  A Goo-
gle form was sent out for voting 
on the 15th of November and 
ended the 22nd; all the designs 
were anonymous on the form. 
The winner was announced 
on November 25th--Judah 
Cyr-Underwood from Mrs. 
Grady’s advisory in 6th grade 
was the winner. His T-shirt de-
sign features a blue background 
with the words SMS printed 
several times. Congratulations 
Judah! Great job representing 
SMS! Myself, Ms. McLean and 
several other students would 
like to thank all the people who 
sent in a design, and we thank 
you all for contributing in the 
T-shirt contest.

Judah Cyr-Underwood, First Place

Brayden Boice, Nathan Janis, Mason Duschenes

Jennifer Hopkins

Hadley Bates
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Veterans Day Breakfast
by Zoey Lazzaro

The Veterans Day breakfast is an event that seventh grade hosts. We get a Veteran’s name and write a letter to 
them. We hope for them to write back, and we are allowed to ask questions. They don’t have to answer all of 

the questions, but some do. Then after a few weeks, we 
invite them to the Veterans Breakfast. We then decorate a 
card, with red, white, and blue stars, with a little note that 
Mrs. Norby typed out for all the cards.
 Mrs. Norby runs the whole veterans breakfast 
with the help from all of the other 7th grade advisors. 
The whole seventh grade pitches in to bring food in for 
the breakfast, and boy was it yummy.  
 In the first week of art in the second quarter, we 
made keychains for our veterans with help from Mrs. 
Brezovec.  The students who do the 3D design class also 
created keychains for the veterans. 

  
Some students got a letter from their veteran saying they were 
coming to the breakfast.  On the Thursday before the veterans 
breakfast, Mrs. Norby and the other teachers were hustling to 
get all of the decorations set up. I think that most of us students 
were anxious to find out if their veteran was going to come.
 The veterans are supposed to come at eight thirty, and some-
body comes to tell you if your veteran is here. It was really fun; 
the students enjoyed hanging out with their veterans. The veter-
an would get their food, then the veteran and the student or stu-

dents would go sit down at a table in any 
room. The students would also give their 
veteran the keychain they made. You 
could ask a bunch of questions. There 
were a lot of veterans, and I think that 
they enjoyed doing this.
My veteran did not come, but I was able 
to take some photos. If you are in fifth 
grade or sixth grade you should look for-
ward to this event. It is really fun, and I 
think that you are going to enjoy it.
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Winter Concert
by Zoey Lazzaro

The winter concert was on Tuesday the tenth, and a lot of people were nervous. Some people were not nervous 
at all, or maybe just a little bit. The concert was so much fun, and we enjoyed the songs that the band and 

chorus performed. The select chorus did a really nice song; they sang silent night. It was calm, and good.
 Every group did a nice job. The Jazz band and the 7th, and 8th grade bands had very good songs to play. 
Everyone played their part well in everything. This is what the band played for their songs, 6th grade first: Fum, 
Fum, Fum, and African Noel. Seventh and 8th grade played: Bobsled Run, The Skater’s Waltz, and The Nutcrack-
er; the Jazz Band played Ain’t No Mountain High Enough, Steppin Out With my Baby, Groovin Hard. I enjoyed 
listening to all of the songs played.
 A lot of people liked the song Silent Night by the select chorus. Their 

voices blended very well. I 
could not see them sing it, be-
cause I was behind the curtain 
waiting to perform in 7th and 
8th grade band. One of the 5th 
grade chorus songs was Jingle 
Bell Rock. The select chorus 
sang Silent Night. I think one 
of the choruses sang Rocking 
Around the Christmas Tree.
 And thank you to Mrs. 
O’Bryant for making this concert happen. Thank You to Mrs. 
Fortin and Mr. Lowy for having time for us to practice. So this 
was the winter concert from my perspective.



8

Issue 4 December 2019

Unique Holiday Traditons
by Alex Cummings

All around the world, this holiday season is celebrated differently. This arti-
cle will go over two interesting holiday traditions in different corners of the 

globe. The first of these traditions is called, Tió de Nadal or Caga Tió. In America 
it can be known as the festive poop log. Cago Tió is celebrated in Catalonia, a 
region of Spain on the east coast. In the Cago Tió tradition a festive log is brought 
out on December 8th. Every night  the children in Catalonia must feed the log. 
The log is fed anything from scraps of food to nuts or fruit. The children feed the 
log all the way through the 23rd of December. On the 24th the children cover the 
log with a blanket. They then sing a song and beat the log with a stick. The song 
roughly translates into 

     Cago Tió (Poop Log)
     Tió de Nadal (Log of Christmas)
     No caguis arengades (Don’t poop salted herring) 
     Que són massa salads (They are too salty)
     Caga torrons (Poop turróns)
     Que só més bons (They are much better)
 
 In the song the children are asking the Cago Tió to poop them turrons. Turrons are a candy that originat-
ed from Spain, made with almonds and honey. While the kids are asking for turrons it is common that the  log 
also poops presents for the children. After singing the song the children go into a separate room to pray. When 
they return they lift the blanket and underneath it lies presents and candy.  When the holidays are over, the blan-
ket is removed from the Cago Tió, and the Cago Tió is burned in the fireplace. 
 The second unique holiday tradition is called, The Night of the Radishes. This tradition is celebrated in 
Oaxaca, Mexico, on the 23rd of December. During The Night of Radishes, sculptors compete to have the best 
radish sculpture. Believe it or not there are species of radishes grown just for this competition. They are harvest-
ed around a week before the competition, some time around the 18th of December. These special radishes are 
not meant to be eaten and can weigh as much as 3 kilograms, equal to 6.61 pounds. They can also be as long as 
50 centimeters or 19.69 inches.  The radishes are carved and assembled into anything the sculptor can think of. 
However, a common sculpture is one of a family of radishes.This tradition orig-
inated from vendors trying to sell their radishes and other vegetables by making 
eye catching designs with them.  This technique worked for merchants, and they 
continued to do it. However, it wasn’t until 1897 when this business technique 
was turned into an official celebration. Overall while these two holidays are not 
heard of by most, they are certainly very interesting and important to the culture 
of these areas. 

Sources:
Galloway, Lindsey. “Travel - Mexico’s Whimsical Night of the Radishes.” BBC, BBC, 22 
Dec. 2014, www.bbc.com/travel/story/20141217-mexicos-whimsical-night-of-the-rad-
ishes.

Patterson, Lindsay. “A Catalan Log That Poops Nougats At Christmas.” NPR, NPR, 22 Dec. 2017, www.npr.org/sections/
thesalt/2017/12/22/572569325/caga-ti-a-catalan-log-that-poops-nougats-at-christmas.
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Environmental Club is a club where 
you go around the school picking 
up the recycling. If you are in envi-

ronmental club, you get all of your com-
munity service hours for the year. We get 
two hours of community service per day. 
We meet every other Thursday in Mrs.
Brophy’s room, since she advises the envi-
ronmental club. On Thursday we meet and 
take the yellow recycling bins and pick up 
all the teachers’ recycling. We also take the 
bottles and cans. Environmental club also 
makes the school some money and helps 
the teachers out. Mrs.Brophy will send ink 
cartridges and other recyclables to the com-
pany that made them. After some time they 
send back money, and that money goes to 
the school. That money can be used to help 
fund many different clubs and school ac-
tivities. Environmental club also helps the 
teachers by picking up their recycling. En-
vironmental club is a great way to get your 
community service and also is a great help 
to the school.

 Enviormental Club
by Ava Cronin

December Puma Pride Winners

Recently, all the fifth and sixth graders that had music class 
went through a unit called, GarageBand. This is a com-

puter program that allows the user to do many of things. Some 
of these include recording your own voice, playing the keys 
on the keyboard as if they were on a piano, using clips of in-
struments to build a song, changing and distorting the sounds 
of songs and so on. It also includes a large amount of different 
types of music, ranging from classical, to pop, rock and jazz, 
and much more. The fifth graders only used one part of the 
program; this part contains thousands of clips and snippets 
of all different kinds of instruments, beats, noises and vocals. 
You can put different sounds right next to, behind or before 
one and other to make a wordless song. Your composition has 
to be over two minutes long so that puts a little challenge into 
it. You also have the difficulty of when you put a sound next to 
another sound you must line the two up perfectly, or else there 
will be small but noticeable gaps in your song. 
 Since I am currently in music, I took this unit, and I re-
ally enjoyed it. I liked being able to choose from all different 
types of sounds and instruments, to make my own personal 
song. All in all, GarageBand is a fun and unique way of mak-
ing music.

Garage Band
By Harlan Bielagus


