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Softball Tryouts
by Zoey Lazzaro

Softball tryouts were on March 25th, and that was my birthday, and I was sick. After that I was really tired, but 
I still tried my best. The next few days there were more tried out days, then we all found out that we made 

the team, and we got the uniforms. Everyone who tryout made the team, and Sil says that we have a good team. 
I thought that I might not make the team, but I was wrong. We have a lot of really good players. I also think that 
we are going to win most of our games. I think that each and every one of the girls on the team are really good 
players.

I am going to talk about what tryouts were like as a sixth grader. So, I was nervous, because there were a lot of 
really good eighth graders there and they throw hard. But I tried and I thought that I did well. If I were an eighth 
grader I would expect to make the team because I would have already played the first two years, and I would 
be really good then. Now thinking about it, I think that I am going to do OK in our games, but I am going to try 
my best not to mess up in any games. What Sil had us do was he had us pair up with a partner, and then we had 
to throw, then we did grounders, and then we had to do running from home to first. I love playing sports, and I 
will support my team and try my very best.

Here is a list of the names of the girls on the team and the manager.

Aubrey 
Avery 
Maddy 

Elsa 
Olivia 
Zoey

Mackenna
Morgan 
Lily 

Kendall 
Rya 
Kryslin

Mary 
Emma

The Thing in The Spring 
by Alex Cummings

After two cancellations of the Turkey Trot, the students of SMS finally got their race, under a new name. The 
Thing in the Spring took place on May 20th and filled in for the Turkey Trot.  Although re-named, The Thing 
In the Spring route was the same as the Turkey Trot.  The path, around the school past Conval and through the 
woods, was run by a number of students, almost the entire school. While some students chose to walk or jog with 
their friends, other chose to go for gold by running as fast as they could. For the top five finishers the annual Tur-
key Trot T-Shirt was given out. Also the top boy and the top girl each received a prize. This included Max Cail 
and Ellie Smith in  the 5th grade,  Ryan Close and Ali Burgess the 6th grade, Oliver Wilson and Elise Robbins in 
the 7th grade, and finally Chris Robbins and Avery Beard in the 8th grade. Not only was the competition a great 
way to boost health but also great fun for many students.                            
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In this last quarter of the school year my class for a special has library/guidance and music. In library media 
we have had one project to do so far. It’s a little project about genres. We got to choose our partners, or you 

could work by yourself. When they call your name or partner’s 
name you get to choose a genre that hasn’t been picked. Then you 
make a Google slide presentation or a poster to show what your 
genre is and explain it to the class. We only got a day or two to work 
on it because it’s a little project and doesn’t have to have a lot of 
slides. It just had to explain the basics about your genre. Some of the 
genres are romance, horror, historical fiction, sports, humor, dysto-
pian (which only three of us knew about) and science fiction. The 
sources we had to help us are books, the internet and some helpful 
websites. We were able to  put pictures in our slide if we wanted to 
show some examples of books from that genre, or pictures that take 
place in that genre. We could list some examples of books or movies 
if we didn’t find any pictures of  books for an example. We just had 
to write the definition of each genre, but some people did more, like write all the facts of each genre. For the 
poster we didn’t have to write that much. We could write just a little with any amount of pictures we needed/
wanted. For the poster it was helpful to color the pictures in, because the posters were small and we needed to 
see them. So we learned about each genre. Knowing about each genre might be helpful to us in the future for a 
project. That’s what we are doing for our first mini in library media/guidance right now. 

Baseball
by Otto McLaughlin

On October first, Babe Ruth pointed to the home run fence and cranked one over the wall. On April second 
South Meadow School baseball has their first game of the season. SMS played Hampstead Hawks and 

unfortunately lost by a score of 5-1. It was inconvenient because that was the second 
time the baseball team has been outside because of the lack of sunshine and an immense 
amount of rain. We also haven’t done live batting practice because we have been stuck 
in the not-so-sunny or fun indoors. But who made the opportunity for these boys to play 
baseball for South Meadow School was Tod Silegy because he found a coach. They are 
the greatest duo of all time: Mr. Emerik Szep, and Mr. John Szep. Mr. John Szep is a 
P.E.. teacher at Peterborough Elementary School and has been working there since the 
dinosaurs have been wiped out. Mr. Emerik Szep works here at South Meadow School. 
When he was younger, he attended South Meadow School and Conval. So far this sea-
son the SMS boys baseball team has had one game. We had one on May second against 
Winchendon. It was a home game, the first of the season. Fortunately, the baseball team has been able to have 
their practices outdoors but they didn’t have many practices recently because of the 8th graders went on AHT 
The majority of the team is filled up with 8th graders. There are nine 8th graders and eight of them went. We 
had practice on Tuesday and Thursday, but we couldn’t do much because then the 8th graders would have 
been missing out on the learning. The practices go from 2:30 to 4, and they happen on the SMS baseball field. 
This year the SMS baseball team has two kids from the Well School, and they come in late to practice because 
their school day ends around 3:10 or 3:15.

Library Media
by Alyssa Hamlin
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Once upon a time a boy named Joel joined a baseball team named Rainbow Sheep. He knew he was bad 
at baseball but wanted to be good. He thought he could get better by watching everyone on the team, but 

he was wrong. His mother made him practice! He thought he wouldn’t have to even play; he thought he could 
just win by watching and pretending to be sick but boy was he wrong. He could never do well he thought. His 
first game he told his mom he had food poisoning, but he didn’t. The next game he said he had hurt his wrist 
in school, but he was busted for lying both times because his mom was very strict and worried so she took 
him the doctor and the doctor said he was fine. When he asked what Joel was missing his mom said, “base-
ball,” and the doctor told her, “Next time try to check him yourself, as this was VERY obvious.” After four 
more games of skipping and lying about being hurt, the next game there were not enough players on his team. 
What he learned was that since this was the LAST game, if there were not enough players on the team, then 
the game would be forfeit and his team would lose, so they couldn’t win the TROPHY that was the whole 
reason for him joining the team. He volunteered to play because he knew that if he didn’t then there would be 
NO way to win. So he may as well try because there was nothing to lose. Then, IT HAPPENED, it was the 
last inning, Joel was up, there were two outs, and he knew what he had to do. THE BASES WERE LOADED, 
and he knew one hit would win it or lose the trophy for his team. His first two pitches were fouls. He knew if 
he hit this ball and got only one base he would lose, two bases he would lose, THREE bases he would lose, 
he knew that he had to hit a home-run!!! He closed his eyes, waited, aaaannnnnnnnd he swung!!! HE HIT!!!!! 
Not a one base hit, not a two base hit, not a three base hit. Nooooo he hit a home-run!!!! THEY WON!!!! Not 
just a home-run! The ball he hit went flying out over the fence and kept going. Nobody watching could see it 
when it stopped moving. That very day he was declared a baseball LEGEND for centuries onward!!!!! A true 
hero of baseball, he will forever be remembered. (Not a true story) THE END.

Mr. Lowy’s RTI
by Zoey Lazzaro

In Mr. Lowy’s RTI we are learning about music and understanding it more than we did before. What we 
learned in the third quarter was treble clef and bass clef. I am going to explain how Mr. Lowy teaches this. 

We use a website called Musictheory.net. This helped us practice on our chromebooks, and then a piano would 
pop up on your screen if you chose a certain lesson. That helped you practice the keys.

On the staff line for treble clef, it goes up from E. and This is how you memorize it: Elephants, Go, Bouncing, 
Down, Freeways. Or there is Even, George, Bush, Drives, Fast. For bass clef the lines go, Grandma’s, Belly, 
Danced, For, Apples. Then again for treble clef there is FACE in the space. For 
bass clef it is All Cows Eat Grass. We also learned more things than just this. All 
of the kids in this RTI were in this RTI for quarter three and quarter four. We had 
a substitute for the week of April 15th, because Mr. Lowy was at AHT with the 
eighth graders.

On April 17th, we were working on this cool website called Incredibox.com. You 
had to dress up these singers, and the different outfits make the singers sing a dif-
ferent thing. They did beats, singing, and then there were other things they did, too. 
When Mr. Lowy got back we went back to what we were learning. One thing we 
did one day was confusing, and a lot of people did not get a good score on the thing we did. I can’t even explain 
what we did because I do not get it.

Mr. Lowy’s RTI really is fun, but it is only for band and chorus kids.  

The Forever Legend
by Maya. S
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The school year is coming to the end; we are in the final quarter now. For the eighth graders, this means that 
the specials we have will be the last specials we’ll ever have at SMS. This year has been weird for the 8th 

grade specials; first there was an added music class, then they switched Spanish and FACS, then they got rid of 
music and added EHP. 
Another weird switch up with the specials this year was changing teachers. We got a new FACS teacher and a 
new PE teacher, and most people had Ms. Russell’s art class for the first time. 
Art
In art class this year, we worked on many different projects. We made papier mache masks, learned how to draw 
and paint trees, drew cars and self portraits, and spent a large chunk of time on our tiles, to continue the school 
tradition. We also made characters out of a play-doh-like clay. 
Health
In Health this year, the focus was mainly on drugs and alcohol. Though we spent time on multiple different 
units, including infectious diseases and reproduction, I would say we spent the most time learning about the 
negative effects of drugs and alcohol.
Spanish
Though Senora Pacheco has been working at Great Brook for the final two quarters of this year, she was at SMS 
in the beginning of the year. We learned a lot in her class, and finished off the quarter by working in groups to 
make a short video entirely in Spanish. 
IAT
We had a good time in IAT this year, like always, but we only made a few projects. First, we learned about 
perspective drawing, then made wooden cars, and finally made tool boxes. It was a pretty calm class, and a nice 
refresher from the “go-go-go” attitude the rest of our teachers seem to have this year. 
EHP
EHP was a new special for me, but some people had it before. However, it was a more official class this year, 
and we got quite a bit done. We learned how to make the morning webcast, write poetry, make animations in 
PhotoShop, and play several new games. It was also an opportunity to work on our EHP ceiling and wall tiles. 
PE
As everyone knows, we don’t have Mr. Cippy anymore. Our new PE teacher, Mr. Morneau, is a little more seri-
ous about the class, but it pays off. We have class with the 5th graders, and it’s a nice opportunity to get to know 
them.
FACS
FACS is another class with a new teacher; we have Ms. Denslow now. Though the first few weeks are a lot of 
paperwork and instructional stuff, the rest of the quarter is cooking, sewing, and more cooking, ending with a 
cookie bake-off, if all goes well.
Music
Finally, we had music this year, with Mr. Lowy. However, I didn’t actually have this special, and several others 
in the grade didn’t either. Those who did, though, have told me about a bucket-drumming project, and it sounds 
like it was a fun class.

The specials this year were crazy, but they were fun.

   8th Grade
    Tiles 

8th Grade Specials
by Daisy Ober 
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Community Service
by Zoey Lazzaro

In our school we need to get a certain number of hours for community service. If you get all of the hours you 
needed you get to go on the end of year field trip for getting your community service hours. If you are in 

fifth grade you need five hours, if you are in sixth grade you need ten hours, if you are in seventh grade you 
need fifteen hours, and if you are in eighth grade you will need twenty hours. 

Community service is a nice thing to do by helping the envi-
ronment, or somebody. After you have gotten all of your hours, 
you will get to go on a field trip. Usually they are a lot of fun, 
but I don’t even know where the sixth graders are going yet. 
I already have all of my hours, and I think that the field trip is 
going to be fun. 

So, what you do is you have to get a community service form 
in your advisory, and you will ask your teacher for one and 
then you have to bring it home, and then you have to have whomever you did community service for sign it. 
Then you have to sign it, and your parents. That was a lot to say, but I still have more. You give that form to 
your teacher after you filled it out, then your advisor will sometime record it on a big piece of paper and it 
says all the hours on the top, and then you put an x in the square on the paper. You can carry over seven and a 
half hours to the next grade, so that’s how many I am going to carry over because I have twenty one hours of 
community service.

I think that this community service thing was a really good idea. 

8th Grade PE with the 5th graders, 
during the Lava Ball unit

A group of 8th graders in 
EHP, working on a movie

Health

Have a great 
summer!

Summer Fun
Pool Time
Ocean Fun

Fun with Friends
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Rube Goldberg was one of the most experienced and talented humans on 
earth. Rube Goldberg was known worldwide for his cartoons and his 

books; he was an amazing author. He was born on July 4, 1883, in San Fran-
cisco, California. He died December 7, 1976, in New York City. Rube attended 
Lowell High School and then University of California. People all over America 
and even the world were intrigued by him. 

Rube Goldberg started his 93 year 
long life in the paradise city itself, San Francisco, California. At the 
age of ten he found a passion for comic books and he loved drawing. 
A year later his parents signed him up for professional drawing lessons 
and he was known throughout California for his drawings.

Rube Goldberg was a child of science; he loved small gadgets and ma-
chines. He had a particular love for physics and Newton’s Three laws of 
motion. In his free time, he would make mini-chain reaction machines. 
After experimenting for years by making machines that involved many 
smaller machines, it became know as The Rube Goldberg Machine. 
And now there is a national contest to see who can make the best Rube 
Goldberg Machine.                                                                                                         

Who is Rube Goldberg?
by Kell McMahon

Peer Mentors for 2019 - 2020
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Three Down One To Go
by Ted McLaughlin

Just recently quarter three has ended. Having four quarters means that we only have one left. It being early 
April these last two and a half months are going to be a drag, because everyone is going to want to be out-
side playing games. But we are going to be stuck inside. I think the teachers think the same thing. Plus South 
Meadow gets out later than most schools. I have a friend that gets out in late May which I think is too early. 
Summer vacation can never be too early. But third quarter was fun. It was filled with great things in and out 
of school. Out of school my eight year youth hockey career ended. It was a very sad day saying goodbye to 
everyone, even the parents were getting emotional. Anyways I am still playing hockey on the same team as a 
kid named Will Johnson who is my best friend. Also the NHL playoffs started, which is always a fun time of 
the year. And baseball started, with middle school and the Red Sox. But in school not as many exciting things 
happened at least not for me. I did have PE and health, which are two of my top three favorite specials by a 
hefty amount. PE is just really fun because I love running around, and health because I love talking about the 
human body and people just get to tell stories about family members which I find very intriguing, just because 
I love hearing stories. The Veterans Breakfast in my opinion was the best day of the year. Not because we 
missed class but because I love hearing stories, especially from the elderly. 

Puma Pride Winners April



8th Grade Winners

7th Grade Winners

6th Grade Winners

5th Grade Winners

Thing in the Spring
Issue 8 May 2019



In science on every D day we go to EHP and do cod-
ing to make something move. Although it is really 

fun, but we don’t get to choose our partners. I also see 
why Mrs. Jones, and Mrs. Brophy chose to choose our 
partners because we would probably start talking to our 
partners. 

Our first session we made two chickens that spin, and 
we could change the speed. After that we had to fill out 
a paper sheet on how the chickens worked. The second 
thing that we made was a top. We had to make it differ-
ent colors. One of the colors was yellow, the next was 
purple, and then the one after that was orange. The last 
one we did was a drumming monkey. This one was my 
favorite. We had little paper cups, and we had to code 
our monkey to drum on the cups. My groups went fast, 
and it was cool. We tried to make it make a sound, but 
it did not work. We are going to do more I think, but we 
have only a certain amount of days to do it. 

After every day we have to do a self check off paper, 
and what we report is something like, “Did you work 
with your partner?” You would either give yourself a 
four, three, two, or one. The four is being the best, and 
one not the best. This is all I have about WeDo, and it 
is a fun unit in science. I wish we had more sessions of 
this in science, but we don’t. It is a good thing to learn 
how to code things to move. 

Issue 8 May 2019

8

WeDo in Sixth Grade Science
by Zoey Lazzaro
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In 5th grade we are about to go on a field trip. The field trip is 
to Boston. The field trip to Boston is on May 7th from 7:20 

am to 6:30pm. We are going to many things while we are there. 
On our way there we will be in a coach bus. The coach bus have 
restrooms and also tvs. The Freedom Trail is what we are going 
to walk, and it will be fun. We will  be going to a gift shop and 
stopping at a few places. We will also be going to the Boston Tea 
Party Ship and Museum. The cost of the trip was $21 a person, 
and that included admission to everything. If you want a souve-
nir you will have to bring extra money. If you chose not to go or don’t turn your permission slip in on time, 

you will have to stay back will the teachers that are staying at school. 
There are also volunteers. If your parent/guardian wants to volunteer 
on the permission slip you would put your parent/guardian name on it. 
The teachers pick a  few volunteers from each class, and those people 
get to be a volunteer if they want to. But they have to pay the same 
amount of money as they did for their child. You can also sponsor 
another student. You can pay an extra $21 for a student (not of your 
choice) that can’t afford to pay for the field trip. That’s what is going 
on and what we are doing on our 5th grade Boston Field Trip. 

5th Grade Field Trip
by Alyssa Hamlin

Sewing 
Monsters 

in 
FACS

A wooden car from IAT

Drawing Seashells in 
Art



May 2019Issue 8

10

Creative Critters
By Alex. C

Applying what you learn in school to something in 
real life is fun, especially if it can win you a top of the 
line 3D printer for free. Students in the EHP Tinker-
cad class have been developing their skills in the pro-
gram for three quarters, and now it is paying off, aiding 
them in creating a creature of their imagination. Each 
creature has been entered into a contest; and the win-
ner will bring home a 3D printer donated by Tinker-
cad and MyMiniFactory. The Tinkerers hoping to take 
home the printer have been working on their design, 
printing them out, again and again, making any neces-

sary corrections before the due date of April 15th. The 
first draft was printed out at 50 percent to allow for 
corrections to be made without wasting the filament 
even though it is environmentally friendly. Although 
the process took a few weeks, the time was worth it, 
and the effort put into each creature was made appar-
ent to the judges due to not only the effort and time 
put in but also the skillful photography. Overall this 
competition pushed the class to their creative limits, 
and, hopefully, it will pay off for someone here at South 
Meadow. 


