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Franklin Pierce University
is pleased to announce it will be
awarding three honorary de-
grees as part of the university’s
2019 commencement exer-
cises, Saturday, May 18. The
honored recipients will be
Mayor Joyce Craig of Manch-
ester, Mayor Georgia Lord of
Goodyear, Arizona, and Jamie
Trowbridge, president and
CEO of Yankee Publishing Inc.
In addition, lifelong educator,
author, and civic leader Martha
Pappas will receive the Honor-
able Walter R. Peterson Citizen
Leader Award, named for New
Hampshire’s distinguished
72nd governor and the second
president of Franklin Pierce
U n i v e r s i t y.

“It is a longstanding tradi-
tion at Franklin Pierce Univer-
sity to honor individuals whose
personal and professional ac-
complishments provide exam-
ples for our students to admire,
and hopefully, emulate,” said
President Kim Mooney.
“Martha Pappas’ philanthropic
work makes her an ideal recipi-
ent of the Peterson Citizen
Leader Award, which recog-
nizes her commitment to pub-
lic service, selfless contribu-
tions to higher education,
sense of humor, and high moral
c h a r a c t e r. ”

Trustee of the Arthur M. and
Martha R. Pappas Foundation,
Ms. Pappas’ work on numerous
nonprofit boards and commu-
nity foundations has improved
health, recreation, and educa-
tion opportunities in communi-
ties throughout New England.
This has included generous
support for the Dr. Arthur and
Martha Pappas Health Science
and Athletic Training Center on
Franklin Pierce University’s
Rindge, NH, campus.

“Mayor Joyce Craig’s deter-
mination to build relationships
with businesses and universi-
ties to improve employment
and quality of life in Manch-
ester resonates with the strate-
gic goals of Franklin Pierce

U n i v e r s i t y, ” said Mooney. “As
the first female mayor of New
Hampshire’s largest city, she
has already made a recognized
positive impact on our New
England community.”

Born and raised in Manch-
ester, Joyce Craig was elected
as mayor in 2017 on a pledge to
reposition the city for a new era
of economic vibrancy, improve
the city’s schools and address
the opioid crisis.

“Mayor Georgia Lord has
had a positive impact on an-
other community near and
dear to Franklin Pierce Univer-
sity, where our Goodyear, Ari-
zona campus is,” said Mooney.
“As another first female mayor,
but this time in one of the
fastest-growing cities in the
country, Mayor Lord is passion-
ate about city government and
the opportunity to impact the
quality of life for residents.”

Elected to serve her third
and final term in 2017, Mayor
Georgia Lord was first elected
in 2011. She was named one of
the most influential business-
women in Arizona in 2014 and
has received the Distinguished
Service Award from the
Greater Phoenix Economic
Council.

“Finally, as the president
and CEO and the third genera-
tion of a family enterprise,
Jamie Trowbridge has brought
Yankee Publishing into the 21st
centur y,” said Mooney. “De -
spite all of the modernization in
the industry, he maintains Yan-
kee’s founding values of help-
ing to preserve the culture that
makes New England unique.”

These four special guests
will join families and friends in
celebrating the Franklin
Pierce University Class of 2019
at their commencement on
May 18.

For more information about
Franklin Pierce University’s
2018 Commencement Exer-
cises, please visit http://
www.franklinpierce.edu/com -
mencement.htm.

FPU announces
honorary degrees
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Jaffrey fire crews re-
sponded to a minor fire inside
a home on Mark Street on Fri-
day morning.

Fire Chief David Chamber-
lain said the fire department
responded to 7 Mark Street at
7:43 a.m., after a piece of tape
which had been wrapped
around a pellet stove vent ig-
nited and burned.

A woman and her two chil-
dren were home at the time,
and evacuated and waited for
fire crews in a car, Chamber-
lain said. When crews arrived,
the fire had burned out on its
own.

The pellet stove vent will
have to be replaced and the
stove will have to be serviced,
Chamberlain said, but there

was no other smoke or fire
damage to the home. No one
was injured.

Chamberlain said the tape
used was a foil tape with a
foam backing.

“The moral of the story is to
make sure your wood burning
appliances are installed per
manufacturing recommenda-
tions and with the proper ma-
terials,” he said.

Chamberlain said residents
should always have a working
smoke and carbon monoxide
detector in their homes. If you
do not have detectors in your
home, contact the Jaffrey Fire
Department, which has a pro-
gram to assist residents in
need with installing detectors.

 
Ashley Saari can be

reached at 924-7172 ext. 244 or
asaari@ledgertran-
script.com. She’s on Twitter
@ A s h l e y S a a r i M LT.

None injured in
pellet stove fire
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A former New Ipswich
man has pleaded guilty to
robbing the GFA Federal
Credit Union in Rindge in
September 2015.

Jed D. Wheeler, 37, was
given a five to ten-year state
prison sentence – all sus-
pended for 15 years – and has
been ordered to pay back
$2,863 to the credit union, ac-
cording to court documents.

Cheshire County Attorney
D. Chris McLaughlin said Fri-
day that Wheeler’s prison
sentence was suspended for
15 years because he is cur-
rently serving a ten-year
prison sentence in South Car-
olina.

“After the incident in
Rindge, he went to South Car-
olina and committed the
same kind of offense,”
McLaughlin said. “As we
speak, I think he is being
transferred back to South
Carolina.”

A Felony count of robbery
was dropped.

Wheeler robbed the GFA
Credit Union on the afternoon
of Sept. 18, 2015. Police say
Wheeler entered the credit
union in full camouflage gear
and demanded large bills
from the teller.

He did not display a
weapon or threaten anyone,
police said.

The following month, po-
lice received a tip that
Wheeler had fled to South
Carolina, where he would rob
another bank on Oct. 13.

Police reports say Wheeler

wore dark clothing and a ball
cap when he robbed the bank
in South Carolina. Once
again, Wheeler did not use a
weapon.

Wheeler was arrested in
Greenville, South Carolina on
Oct. 16. Wheeler allegedly
confessed to both crimes in a
post-arrest interview with po-
lice.

Wheeler pleaded guilty to
one count of entering a bank,
depository or building and
loan association with the in-
tent to steal in South Carolina
on Sept. 1, 2016, according to
court records.

His projected release date
is July 9, 2024.

Nicholas Handy can be
reached at 924-7172 ext. 235 or
nhandy@ledgertran-
script.com.

Guilty plea in GFA
bank robbery case

RINDGE

McCall wins state oratorical contest
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An Antrim woman is
scheduled to be sentenced
Tuesday after being con-
victed of dragging a man out
of her apartment in Septem-
ber 2017 after he overdosed.

Kayla Phillips, 22, was
found guilty of one felony
count of falsifying physical
evidence during a jury trial at
the Hillsborough County Su-
perior Court in Manchester
last month, Hillsborough
County Attorney Michael
Conlon said Friday. 

“I believe that it is going to
be heard and finalized at the
sentencing hearing,” Conlon
said regarding a potential
sentence. 

Phillips, along with her
mother Geneva Niskala and
her mother’s boyfriend
Shawn Lagasse, were ar-
rested after police alleged
the three had lied about car-
rying Thomas Belcher, 31, of
Bennington, out of their
apartment after he over-
dosed. 

Police were dispatched to
the rear parking lot of the
Antrim Town Hall on Sept. 14,
2017 for the drug overdose,
according to a police affi-
davit. 

Police found an unrespon-
sive and unconscious
Belcher laying on the pave-
ment near his car. He was re-
vived with two doses of Nar-
can.

Phillips told police that
Belcher had come over to
hang out and left but she

later saw Belcher leaning out
of his car in the parking lot
“in distress,” according to an
affidavit on file with the
court. 

She told police that she
and her mother helped him
out of the car and onto the
ground to attempt CPR. 

The following day, police
uncovered video footage that
showed Phillips, Lagasse,
and Niskala carrying an un-
conscious Belcher from the
apartment to the parking lot
and placing him near his
c a r.  

Police said the footage
also showed Phillips “staging
the scene.”

Niskala and Lagasse have
already been sentenced, ac-
cording to court records. 

Niskala was found guilty
of one felony count of falsify-
ing physical evidence and
one misdemeanor count of
reckless conduct. 

She was sentenced to
three to six years in state
prison, with two to four years
of the sentence suspended
for five years, for the falsify-
ing physical evidence
charge. 

She was sentenced to a
concurrent one year sen-
tence, all suspended for three
years, for the reckless con-
duct charge.

Court records show
Niskala has 14 days of time
served credit. 

Lagasse pleaded guilty to
one felony count of falsifying
physical evidence and was
sentenced to 12 months in
jail, which is suspended for
one year pending good be-
h a v i o r.  

He will also serve two
years of probation.

Man who overdosed
was dragged outside
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O n Saturday April 13 at Saint Anselm College, Daniel McCall was the first place winner in the American Legions Junior
Oratorical Department of New Hampshire state contest. Daniel had won the District 2 contest on March 30, and was
sponsored by Post 5 Peterborough. He is an 8th grade student at South Meadow school and is shown with his parents,

Eric and Christine McCall of Peterborough. The Junior contest is a constitutional speech contest, and student winners from
the 8 Districts are eligible to compete in the state finals. They must speak for 3-5 minutes on any aspect of the constitution
and then must speak for 2-4 minutes on an assigned topic, drawn at random. The Junior contest acts as a feeder for the High
School contest where students compete for scholarship money. At the Junior contest, McCall was awarded a check for $500
for his excellent presentation.
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Straight Edge
Siding & Painting

•Specializing in Interior Painting
•Exterior Painting•Sheetrock
•Plaster Repair
•Window Glazing
•Free Estimates

Steve Blanchette
603-563-8012
cell: 603-831-0085

Over 30 Years
Experience

924-6238www.summerhillal.com

NE-271467

183 Old Dublin Road, Peterborough, NH 03458

Spring has
finally
sprung!

Can’t wait
for you to
come and
have fun!

Call for
a tour.

924-6238
Wonderful to relax and enjoy

our beautiful gardens!
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OWEN CLOUTIER
TOWINGTOWING

SERVICES
CASH FOR JUNK VEHICLES
603-831-2864
JAFFREY, NH
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FREE Admission!
Family Friendly!

Exhibits ❖ Hands-on Workshops ❖ Vendors
Presentations ❖ Farmers’ Market ❖ Children’s Area
Bike Clinic ❖ Food Cafe & Live Music all Day!

info @ www.souhegansustainability.com
or find us on FB: Souhegan Sustainability Fair
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