
Mrs. Cutter is one of the newest additions to our amazing school. For 
this article, I interviewed her so we can better connect with her, and 

make her feel welcome into our 
school community. 

The first question that we asked 
Mrs. Cutter was why she took up 
a job teaching at SMS. She told 
us that she loves teaching ELA 
and also loves working with the 
middle school age group. Since 
she wanted to work in her home-
town, she saw the job as the SMS 
ELA teacher as a perfect fit.

 Next we asked Mrs. Cutter some 
questions about why she teaches 
LA and what style of teaching 
she uses. When asked, Mrs. Cut-
ter told us that her goals for the 
year is to engage all of her stu-

dents in her class and have students enter the 8th grade as a strong reader 
and writer. 

She tells us that one of her favorite things about teaching LA is watching 
students grow as readers. “I love watching learners deepen comprehen-

sion skills and reading for both enjoyment and information.” she told me. 
Finally, we asked her what the 7th graders will be learning this year in her 
class. She told us that the 7th graders will be starting with “Close Read-
ing” which is reading like a detective. We will also be covering “making 
inferences and learning how to annotate text.” We will use these skills 
all year as we read multiple books, including but not limited to: Pax, The 
Giver, and So Far From the Bamboo Grove. She says that the 7th graders 
in her class will also learn about many text features, the six parts of a 
story and we will also be learning about writing both informational and 
argumentative pieces. 

Moving off the topic of teaching, we asked Mrs. Cutter some personal 
questions about some of her hobbies and a few of her favorite things. 
First, we asked her about the hobbies that she did as a child and where 
she grew up. She told us that she grew up in New London, NH, and loved 
to participate in outdoor activities, and that she really didn’t discover her 
love for reading until 8th grade. Next, we questioned her on what the last 
book she read was. She said “The last book that I read was Sarah, Plain 
and Tall, by Patricia MacLachlan. I read it to my daughter and I would 
surely recommend it to others to read. It is the first of a five book series.”  

 Lastly, on behalf of all the members of Newspaper, I would like 
to thank Mrs. Cutter for responding with such great answers, because it 
is teachers like her who make it possible for fun clubs and activities like 
Newspaper to exist. 

Mrs. Cutter
By Alex Cummings
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Communication and Social Media at SMS
By Daisy Ober

Communication is one of the biggest goals in our district this year. Through Twitter, the school website, and newsletters, all of the teachers are 
working to improve communication with parents. 

Though some of the teachers don’t have twitter, some do. They tweet pictures of the students and faculty, so the parents can see what’s going on at our 
school. By following Ms. Brezovec, Ms. O’Bryant, Ms. Norby, and more, you’ll be able to see the fun and productive activities that we partake in at 
SMS. If you want to follow your child’s teacher, you can find their handle below. If their name isn’t listed then they don’t have a twitter account. (Yet!)

Another great way to keep up with SMS events is to visit the school website. (sms.convalsd.net) On the school website, you can find the “Good News” 
which is what we call the morning announcements. On the Good News, you can find information on sports, band, after-school clubs, and more. The 
school website also has a list of upcoming events, and each grade level or independent teacher has a website. You can also find the school newspaper 
(we call it Puma News,) on our website.

Though most of you probably already know this, Mrs. O’Bryant sends out a newsletter once a month. This year, Mrs. Brezovec will also be sending 
out our monthly school newspaper. The newspaper will also be posted on the school website, and we hope to send some articles to the Monadnock 
Ledger Transcript. 

Please follow our teachers on Twitter, and don’t forget to check out our school website! We are really trying to improve communication in Conval 
School District this year. 

Kevin Morneault
@SMS_Morneault

Timothy Iwanowicz
 @sms_iwanowicz

Mary Hopgood
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Michelle A. Hautanen
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Elizabeth Fortin
@sms_fortin 

Sara Norby
@sms_norby 

Cassie Goodell
@sms_goodell 

Amelia Black
@SMS_ablack

Sean Driscoll
@MrSMDriscoll 

Becca Mclean
@MsMcLeanArtroom 

Ed Lowy
@SMS_elowy 

Michele Brezovec
@SMS_EHP

Don’t Forget To Follow Them On Twitter:
Anne O’Bryant: @AnneOBryant2

Tim Conway: @TconwayTim
Conval District: @WeAreConval
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Boys “A” Soccer Team
By Otto McLaughlin

Every year on the first day of school there are Fall Sport tryouts. Those sports include boys’ and girls’ Soccer, Cross Country, Field Hockey, and 
Volleyball. Tod Silegy, also known as “Sil,” is in charge of all the sports here at SMS, and is what we call our Athletic Director. He runs the Boys 

“A” Soccer Team and he has been doing it for 17 years. If you go into the gym and look at the banners above you, you will see all of his success with 
the team. This year he has a good team: Noah McCarthy, Bryson Boice, Wyatt Burbank, Wyatt Beaulieau, Carter Rousseau, Brett Ross, Austin Klonel, 
Chris Robbins, Ted McLaughlin, Otto McLaughlin, Aidan McClusky, Zachary Pease, Alex Cummings, Ryan Close, and Garrett Rousseau. Ryan and 
Garrett were the first students in 17 years to make the team as 6th graders. For Boys Soccer there are two teams. It is the only fall sport that has two 
teams. The A team is for kids that are ready to play top soccer, and the B team is for kids who need another developmental year. I was on the B team in  
6th grade, with my brother Ted. The soccer tryouts are on the first three days of school, and Mr. Sil chooses the team over the weekend. He then makes
the lineups for the Boys A soccer team and the Boys B soccer team. Right now the Boys A soccer team is undefeated and hopefully will continue to be.

Mrs. Sipe
by Oliver Wilson

Mrs. Sipe is the seventh grade special education teacher. She also 
helps out with classes occasionally. She was excited to start teach-

ing at SMS this year and has always enjoyed teaching. Mrs. Sipe has 
wanted to be a teacher for as long as she can remember. She has always 
been compassionate; when she was young she saw students struggling 
and decided that she wanted to be the teacher that helped those kids. She 
has a lot of teaching experience, for she taught at Monadnock Regional 
Middle High School in Swanzey for seven years. She loves spending time 
outdoors with her three daughters. They love to go camping and went 
three times this summer! They went to Greenfield State Park, Maine, 
and Hancock. One of the reasons she loves teaching at SMS is because 
her daughters will go here in the future. I don’t have Mrs. Sipe in any of 
my classes, but the students who do are quite lucky. She helps with some 
language arts classes. As the special education teacher, Mrs. Sipe helps 

certain kids who are 
struggling. She watch-
es over the class, and 
if someone needs help 
or doesn’t understand 
something, she will 
help them. She has her 
own room in the mid-
dle of all the seventh 
grade classrooms. 
Mrs. Sipe grew up 
in the Monadnock 
Region and graduat-
ed from ConVal, so 
she’s familiar with the 
area. As a student she 
played field hockey, 
softball, and did gym-
nastics. She has al-

ways loved the outdoors, and went camping often when she was young. 
In her free time she enjoys crafting. She has even started making her 
own greeting cards. Mrs. Sipe also spends her free time reading, and she 
obviously loves it, as she’s read twenty five books so far this year! The 
last book she read was Circle by Madeline Miller, and she thought it 
was wonderful. This year, Mrs. Sipe wants to connect with students and 
teachers and make a positive impact in the school community Overall 
Mrs. Sipe seems to be super nice and caring, and a great addition to the 
7th grade team.

Mr. Morneault
By Ted McLaughlin

Mr. Morneault is also known 
as Mr. M, or Mr. Kevin. 

He is the new PE teacher for our 
very own South Meadow School. 
He is inspired to be a PE teacher 
because of his love and passion 
of sports. He thought if he were 
a PE teacher he could continue 
his passion for sports. He is the 
JV coach for the Conval soccer 
team. For PE he splits his time 
with Mr. Sil. Mr. M has been 
doing an amazing job so far. Mr. 
Morneault was a PE teacher at 
Temple Elementary school, so 
he already knew a couple of stu-
dents coming into the school. He 
wanted to move here because he 
was working in smaller schools. 

Now he gets to work at such a big and amazing school as South Mead-
ow. Based on a lot of people, he is very liked around the school. He is 
excited to be a member of this school and has had a great experience 
so far. He said, “ I love the school’s massive gymnasium here, since the 
smaller schools of Francestown and Temple were small. It is great to 
be in a bigger environment and having so much extra space.” He and I 
share favorite athletes. For the MLB we both have the same liking for 
Mookie Betts, because he is an absolute beast. For the NBA, we both  
have Jayson Tatum as our favorite player.  This was Ted, and always 
have a good day and a great night.

Breakout
by Otto McLaughlin

The whole 7th grade has done the “breakout,” along with one 5th grade 
class. The breakout is an activity that Mrs. Brezovec brought to the 

school two years ago. The breakout is a great idea because it strengthens 
teamwork and participation. I enjoy it because I can pick my group, so 
while I’m having a good time with my friends, we’re competing to see 
if we can be the first ones to complete the breakout. The breakout is an 
activity where you try to unlock a box with several locks on it. In order 
to solve it, you have to find hints around the room. The idea is to figure 
out the letters or numbers to the lock that you’re trying to crack. Not 
all locks had the same amount of numbers or letters to figure out. Some 
had five, some had four. The breakout this year was based on Dr. Seuss 
quotes. One of the locks was a directional one. You had to figure out if 
you had to go North, South, East, or West. In another one, you had to 
match the letters to the numbers, which you would figure out using a 
cheat sheet paper. At this point, the whole 7th and 5th grades have done 
this activity. A few 6th graders have done it as well, which I can see be-
cause I’m in Mrs. Norby’s advisory and I can peek through the windows 
and see what is going on. The breakout goes down in the EHP atrium 
because that’s where Mrs. Brezovec works and has her classes. I would 
say the breakout was hard, but it was a really fun time with my friends, 
and it was good for team building.A group of students working on a breakout.



So far this year, Cross Country is going strong. The coaches this year are 
Mr. Iwanowicz and Coach Fletcher. Mr. Iwanowicz is the fifth-grade lan-

guage arts teacher and Coach Fletcher teaches math at the high school. The 
Cross Country team is usually the biggest sports team, so not every member 
can go to away races. Therefore, the team is split into a race team and a 
club team. If you’re mature and you don’t mess around, then there’s a good 
chance that you’ll make the race team. If you’re fast, your chance increases. 
The race team competes in every race, home or away, and the club team only 
competes in home races. Most years, there are a lot of fifth graders who run 
Cross Country because it is the only sport they are allowed to do. This is my 
third year running at SMS, and the coaching has changed each year. When 
I was in fifth grade it was Mr. Cippy, in sixth grade it was Mr. LeBlanc, and 
this year it’s Coach Fletcher. Mr. Iwanowicz has been coaching the whole 
time. So far, the SMS team has been doing very well, but the boys are plac-
ing higher than the girls. Cross Country meets are scored by points. The five 
fastest boys and the five fastest girls are the ones being scored. The amount 
of points you get depends on what place you get; the place you get is the 
number of points you get. For example, if the places that the top five runners 
on your team got were 1, 3, 5, 6, and 8, then the amount of points your team 
got would be the sum. (23.) The team with the least number of points wins 
the race. If you think about it, the fifth fastest runner on the team is the most 
important because they get the final place that is scored for the team. Typi-
cally people think that the first and second runners are the most important, 
and though they are important, they are not quite as important as the fourth 
and fifth. The course at home meets is a little over two miles; it’s one of the 
longest courses and also one of the hilliest. When I start my race I’m always 
a little nervous, but when I hear “go” I immediately get in the zone. At the 
beginning of races, typically, people run too fast and then end up not doing as 
well. Running Cross Country is challenging, but it is also really fun. 

XC Running
by Oliver Wilson

Ms. McLean is a really nice teacher. She is wonderful at art, hence 
why she teaches it. Since Mrs. Fox retired and Ms. Russell teach-

es 7th and 8th-grade, Ms. McLean teaches 5th and 6th-grade art. In her 
classroom, each table has a color. She has a system where she gives us 
each a job and then we have to do that job at the end of the class. Every 
day the system switches. For instance, if the green table was at the end 
of the system, they would be at the beginning the next day. Ms. McLean 
always has a question on the board when you walk into the art room.  At 
the end of every class, we play a game for five minutes. During the class, 
we can earn smiley faces, and if we earn five smiley faces we have a cel-
ebration. The celebration includes free drawing, playing games, or doing 
other types of art. You can even paint sometimes. At the beginning of the 
semester, we made sketchbooks. We painted a cover and waited 24 hours 
for it to dry. On the next day, we put the paper into the sketchbooks. We 
then put our name on it, and finally we got to draw one thing. The class 
really liked the project. This is Ms. McLean’s third year teaching. Previ-

ously, Ms. McLean worked at four 
schools at once, teaching K-6.  Her 
inspiration for teaching came in a 
few different ways. Ironically, she 
did not like art class at all in ele-
mentary school. She did some art 
at home, but she found it difficult. 
Then in high school, her teacher inspired her to teach, and she decided 
to follow through with this idea. When she’s not doing art, Ms. McLean 
loves to read. Currently, she is reading two or three books at the same 
time. She recently read Salem’s Lot by Stephen King, and In a Dark, Dark 
Wood by Ruth Ware. She enjoyed them both. Ms. McLean grew up in 
Birch Harbor, which is halfway up the coast of Maine. Ms. McLean says 
her goal for this year are “to have some fun making some cool art.” Her 
students love her, her artwork is inspiring, and she is smart. In the end, 
Ms. McLean is just a wonderful art teacher.  

Ms. McLean
by Zoey Lazzaro
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I just moved from 5th grade to 6th grade, so I switched from one 
side of the school to the other. One of the teachers did as well; Ms. 

Kneeland is now a 6th grade teacher. She teaches math and language 
arts, and has an advisory. Mrs. Koban teaches one block of social stud-
ies, and three blocks of language arts. Mrs. Brophy teaches math, and 
one block of science. Mrs. Jones still only teaches science, and Mrs. 
Groleau still only teaches social studies. At the beginning of 6th grade 
we switched classes with the same people. After a week, we start-
ed switching classes with different people. We have RTI on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday. One of the differences between 5th and 6th 
grade is responsibility. We have more responsibility this year, and we 
are even getting chromebooks. It is also different because we can try 
out for more sports than last year. Last year you could only do Cross 
Country. In 6th grade we do more interesting projects and activities in 
classes, whereas in 5th grade, classes were only for learning and get-
ting ready for the future. In 6th grade you have advisory for plus block 
instead of different classes for plus block. To conclude, 6th grade is 
very different than 5th. It is more fun, and we have more freedom.

Woohoo 6th Grade
by Zoey Lazzaro

L.A.
by Alex Cummings

LA, also known as Language Arts, ELA, or English, is a common 
core class in most schools. It is a necessary class to take because 

it helps young learners develop speaking, listening, reading, and writ-
ing skills. Without those skills you would not go far in school. In fact, 
if not for LA, you would not know how to properly communicate to 
share your answers in math. Or how to write the essay your Social 
Studies teacher assigned. You might not even know how to properly 
read the notes your science teacher gave you to study. While this is 
exaggerated, and you would probably have the basic knowledge to 
speak, and you could probably figure out how to read, your grammar 
would be incorrect and not understandable. This would probably mean 
that you have utterly no hope of understanding almost anything in oth-
er classes or in life. However, LA is not just important for learning. 
Without your knowledge from LA, you would never have the joy of 
reading any books, nor would you ever feel the sense of accomplish-
ment after finishing an essay. Overall, LA is a very important subject 
and without it we may be set back to the prehistoric humans we once 
were, communicating only with grunts and hand signals. 

Happy Halloween!


