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Peer Mentor Bookmarks!
By Anna Taylor

 
What’s a better way to welcome the wonderful new fifth graders to the South Meadow School environment than 
sending them a heart-felt bookmark?! This is exactly what the SMS Peer Mentors did. All the Peer Mentors 
worked hard to create a fun, decorated bookmark for every fifth grade mentee. They’re hoping this will encour-
age fifth graders to read more, which is something everyone should do. Peer Mentors decorated each bookmark 
very uniquely according to each mentee’s likes and talents. So hopefully everyone loved them! Reagan Riffle, 
an eighth grade Peer Mentor, stated: “I wrote, ‘I hope you’re having a great year’ on my book mark, and for my 
mentee to keep in touch, I wrote where they could find me if they ever needed company.” This is an example of 
some of the things mentors are saying on their bookmarks.  The peer mentors enjoy working with their mentees.
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Bullying At South Meadow
By Lizzie Rizzotti

 Have you ever been bullied? Maybe you were a bystander? Bullying happens worldwide and is a huge 
problem. In my expereince, I have heard many people use the word bully, but what does “bully” actually mean? 
To most people, bullying can mean someone who is picking on you. It could also mean a person who doesn’t 
particularly like you. 
 Bullying is divided into four basic groups: emotional, physical, verbal, and cyberbullying. Bullying can 
either be direct such as hitting, teasing, and threatening, or indirect as in excluding, spreading rumors, internet 
harassment, and manipulation. Cyberbullying is most common among those in the age group of 8 - 17. Cyber-
bullying from the bully’s perspective is to make the person suffer without having to do the action in person. It 
also makes it easier because they are not speaking face to face. Spreading rumors, posting and forwarding pri-
vate emails, threatening through aggressive emails, and posting embarrassing pictures online are all examples 
of cyberbullying. Emotional bullying occurs mostly with teenage girls. Emotional bullying between teenage 
girls can include a male that is jealous and toys with the other victim’s feelings, or involvement in the destruc-
tion of a relationship due to jealousy. Physical bullying is a direct type of bullying that occurs through physical 
contact and harassment. Some cases of sexual harassment are also included in physical bullying. And lastly, 
verbal bullying. Verbal bullying is an indirect type of bullying that occurs when the bully targets the victim 
with their words. This can also lead to a very intense argument between two or more people. 
 In most bullying cases there is usually a bystander. A common bystander is someone who is witnessing 
the bullying but not doing anything to prevent or stop it. You may be a bystander in a bullying situation and 
not have done anything. But don’t feel bad, since you probably didn’t know what to do. If you’re a bystander 
in a bullying situation try these three steps. First, notify a nearby adult or guardian about the situation at hand. 
Second, stand up for the victim. And lastly, let the bully know what they did was wrong and get the victim out 
of the situation.
 To conclude, all forms of bullying, including verbal, emotional, physical, and cyberbullying, are not 
acceptable at SMS. South Meadow has an accepting group of learners, where we can embrace all of our differ-
ences and work together towards the ultimate goal; an amazing four years.

8th Grade Tiles
by Lizzie Rizzotti

  The current 8th graders at South Meadow Middle School have 
been working on tiles. These tiles are something like a “remem-
ber me” mark for those who have attended South Meadow. 
These individual tiles can vary in colors, patterns, design, scen-
ery, and so much more depending on your personality. These 
tiles are made out of corrugated cardboard. On one side, it is 
rough (where you would write your name, block, year, etc.) On 
the other side it’s smooth. This is where you will design and 
paint your tile. First, on a blank piece of paper you will brain-
storm what you think you want on your tile. This step should 
show lots of detail and color for your actual tile. Once the rough 
draft is complete, you can start on the actual tile. If your design 
is complex, you might need to use transfer paper to transfer 
your design onto the tile. We used acrylic paints, which means 
they are permanent and can stain your clothes, so we had to be 
very careful! Once you have filled in your design with the paint 
colors you want, you are officially done. The current and future 
eight graders definitely enjoy making these radical tiles!
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Making Slides for 
Mrs. Bennett

by Sarah Knowles and Anni Simila
Have you ever wondered how the pictures 
on the website get there? First, we start by 
taking the photo. After that, we download it 
onto the computer with the camera card and 
edit the photo with photoshop. Photoshop is 
a computer program that you can use to edit 
photos and make graphics. In photoshop, we 
crop and resize the photos, then make a new 
document, go back to the photos, and copy 
and paste them into the new document. The 
document has to be a  certain size to fit into the 
web space.  We work in pixels, not inches.  We 
usually put about 1-3 photos on a slide. After 
the photos are edited and made into a slide, 
we make sure it is perfect and email it to Mrs. 
Bennett, who puts the photos on the website. 
Thank you Mrs. Bennett for doing that for us! 



F.A.C.S Advertisement 
Project

by Meara McClusky

In Family and Consumer Science, or 
F.A.C.S, the seventh grade class is doing a 
unit on consumerism. The students are cre-
ating brochures to advertise a product. The 
seventh graders can choose whatever prod-
uct they want, whether it’s real or made up. 
For example, they could advertise a new 
phone, or a watch that molds to your skin. 
Using the computers in the atrium lab, the 
seventh graders will sell their product us-
ing two of the advertising techniques they 
learned in F.A.C.S. For example, the tech-
niques that can be used are bandwagon, tes-
timonial, comparison, reward, special ingre-
dient, transfer, and generalities. A warranty, 
pictures, and the consumer bill of rights 
must be added. The students have lots of 
ideas for the project and can’t wait to con-
tinue working on this very exciting project!

Wood Cars in 7th Grade IAT
By  Sarah Knowles

In seventh grade IAT, we are making wooden cars. All of the students seem to really enjoy making the cars. So 
far, we have been sketching ideas, like a duck, tow truck, a Batmobile, a hat, things like that. After we finish 
sketching, we use the bandsaw with Mr. Hammet to cut out the car’s shape. Then, we sand them to make a 
smooth finish. When using a bandsaw, there are a few very important safety features to remember;

- never wear loose clothes or jewelry 
- always keep your fingers at least four inches from 

the blade; don’t trust the blade guard
- make sure to turn everything off before you leave 
- always, always wear eye protection; regular glass-

es don’t work 
- make sure you know what you are doing

- cleanup afterwards
- know how to work the machine

We have started painting the base coat of our cars. 
Once done with that we will add details to the car.  
After we are done painting these “gravity cars”, as 
Mr. Hammett calls them, we are going to race them. 
The cars are looking great so far! I hope they turn out 
as good as they look!

Seventh Grade Atoms Follow-up
by Leah Krason

All of the atom models are finally in! After a lot of hard work, 
the seventh grade team now has a room full of elements. They all 
turned out great, and each student knows everything about the 
atom they chose after all the work! It was a very interesting way 
to learn about atoms.  Each student had to present their atom to 
Mrs. Van. Everyone’s project looks different and unique. There 
were many great ideas! The neutrons, protons, and electrons 
could be made out of whatever you want. Some people used 
foam balls, others 
used Model Mag-
ic, and more peo-
ple thought of oth-
er creative ways to 
make their projects. 
It is really cool how 
everyone’s project 
turned out so differ-
ent, and the room 
looks great with the 
colors.

Puma Press                     Third Issue 2016-2017



Puma Pride from the Inside of a Puma
by Nicky DiNino 

 I’m in the locker room. Today is the day when I become a puma. I put the suit on. “This doesn’t seem 
so bad!” I think to myself “it’s just like wearing pajamas!” Boy was I wrong. The hands were too big, the head 
was hard to see out of, and the shoes always felt like they were about to fall off. But there was no time to adjust 
the suit because I heard the announcement calling the 5th graders down to the gym.
  I walk into the gym, and I ask where I’m supposed to be standing. But nobody can hear me, so I  just 
stand next to the Mentors. The kids start coming into the gym. I’m giving high fives to everyone, and one really 
cute guy gives me a hug. I see my grade coming into the gym, and I try to give my friends high fives, but I guess 
I have really non-school spirit-y friends because only a couple of them gave me five. I think that once you hit 
7th grade you start thinking that you’re really edgy and cool so you don’t need to give the puma a high five. But 
do you know who’s not edgy and cool? The president, and he is the president! So what I’m really trying to say 
is if you want to be president, give the puma a high five.
 Then Mrs.O’Bryant got up and started doing the actual awards, and by this point I’m sweating so much 
I’m practically swimming in the suit. Everytime she calls someone up I have to crouch down and get real close 
to them for the picture. And every single time my head slid a little bit and hit Mrs.O’Bryant in the head. 
 The best part of this assembly was when it ended. I took the suit off, and I looked sunburned, I was so 
sweaty. If any young person wants to be the puma than be warned: it’s harder, and hotter, than it looks.

Making a Slide
by Gabriel Young

Making a slide in Webcasting is a process that in-
volves a lot of trial and error. Because you are using 
Photoshop, a program with a lot of flexibility, you 
learn a new technique almost every time you make 
a new slide. 

These are the steps to make a slide:

- Make a folder. You need to put your slides somewhere.
-  Start your slide. Give it a name; check that the color mode is RCB, that 

the width is 15”, height is 10”, and that the resolution is 72 pixels.
-  Work on your slide. Make sure  you  make  a  new layer  for every-

thing- Check with Mrs. Brezovec once you think your slide is done. She 
may point out something that needs to be fixed.

- Remember the difference between sitting slides (background slides), 
and transition slides. If you have a slide with an image on it that will be 
a sitting slide, move the image to one of the sides, because if it is in the 

middle, it will be covered up.
- If  you  are working on your own day, you will need seven slides. Ask 
about how many transition slides and how many sitting slides you will 

need.
-Finally, send your slides to Tate. She does the wirecast, so she will need 

the slides to set up for your day.

Those are all the steps in bringing your slides from your computer to the 
announcements. Hope you join EHP soon!

Breast Cancer 
Awareness

by Lizzie Rizzotti

  In this month of October, most 
of the U.S.A comes together for 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
This very devastating cancer af-
fects a plethora of people world-
wide. If you know anyone who 
has this unfortunate disease, or 
simply support the cause, please 
come help and volunteer. South 
Meadow had a Breast Cancer 
Awareness Day on October 18th. 
On this day many people wore 
pink to show support for those 
with breast cancer. Breast cancer 
is sometimes inherited from older 
generations as in grandparents, or 
even your parents. With our fast 
upgraded technology and amazing 
medicine today, it helps those with 
breast cancer become aware of the 
disease in the early stages. If you 
want to show your appreciation 
and respect for these struggling 
people, please wear pink during 
October!
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Getting To Know Mrs. Stahl 
By Gabby Oja

“It makes me happy when I see students smiling as they leave the office.” 
-Mrs. Stahl, RN

The South Meadow School nurse, Mrs. Stahl, is a wonderful new addition 
to our school. I asked Mrs. Stahl a few questions about herself and her 
opinions on the school. Mrs. Stahl doesn’t know exactly when she realized 
that she wanted to become a nurse, but her mom is a nurse so she grew up 
being familiar with nursing and the hospital setting. One of the first classes 
she took in college was Introduction to Psychology, and Mrs. Stahl loved 
it. She then became a Registered Nurse in 2013. When Mrs. Stahl was ac-
cepted into nursing school, she knew that she eventually wanted to work 
with children. In school, they did clinical rotations, which allowed them to 
gain exposure to different areas of nursing. She then had the opportunity 
to shadow Pam Murphy, the school nurse at PES, and after that Mrs. Stahl 
decided that she wanted to become a school nurse. Prior to working at 
SMS, Mrs. Stahl worked at the Monadnock Community Hospital on the 
Medical & Surgical Unit. She mostly worked with adults that were sick in 
the hospital or recovering from surgery. She still works at the hospital ‘per 
diem’, or as needed. Her experience with children was when the hospital occasionally had teenagers who spend 
a night or two after having surgery. That didn’t happen very often, though. Mrs. Stahl said that she absolutely 
loves working with students every day! And that it has been so nice getting to know the students at SMS and 
to be able to recognize faces. So far, her favorite part about being a school nurse is getting to work and starting 
to build relationships with students. She enjoys being available to students regardless of what their need is. To 
conclude my interview with Mrs. Stahl, I asked her what her favorite part of SMS was. She said that “Everyone 
has been very kind and welcoming to myself and other new staff. I think we have a great group of staff and 
students. I couldn’t imagine being part of a better team!” 

Building A Robot
by Quinn S. Kelley

Well, if you have heard of robotics in any way, you should know that you need to 
have built, or now build, a robot for the competition season. This is going to be 
about how we build a robot on the robotics team and by a competition team mem-
ber who helped build our current robot. We built our robot, and others as well, on 
the basic concept of the simpler, the better. Our current robot has gotten a little 
complex, but it still does show simplicity in many areas. To build a robot with a 
team of six is a challenge, especially when they all have different views on how to 
build the robot. It takes a long time to get a final robot. We pair up to make three 
robots and compare what is working on each and then rebuild. This can take sev-
eral months, so we start building the previous school year. Even once that is done, 
there is still refining to do, like changing of the gear chain, or in this case a change 
of the front wheels. This refinement takes a long time, and we are still refining our 
current robot. As we complete tasks on the board we may need to change items on 
the robot to fit through spaces or to do specials tasks.  We also create attachments 
for the robot to help with the tasks, and those are always changing as well. It is a 
lot of work but also fun.
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Competition Robotics Team Update!
By Bella Schwabe

 The competition robotics team has been working exceptionally hard for their upcoming competition on 
November 19. They stay after school almost every day to work on their robot, project and team building. Every 
year, FLL (First Lego League, the division that the team competes in) creates a theme. This year, it’s Animal 
Allies. They base the robot game and project on this theme. This year, it’s all about the relationship between 
animals and humans and how we interact. The robot game this year perfectly emcompasses everything about the 
theme. There are challenges that involve everything from beekeeping to service dogs. The project is very much 
the same as the robot game. Each team must create an object or idea that improves the relationship between ani-
mals and humans. The Robotic Pumas (our team) is researching bee hotels and pollinators. Bee hotels are small 
“houses” that species of bees and wasps can come to to stay! We are also incorporating the butterfly garden that 
previously existed in the front of the school. Two of our team members helped to construct the butterfly garden 
with our Family and Consumer Science teacher, Mrs.Couture. The team is planning to come to the school one 
weekend and construct and place the bee hotels as well as tend to some of the flowers and plant new bee-friendly 
flowers. Until the team goes to competition, they will continue doing weekly homework assignments about pol-
linators. Overall, the robotics team have had a blast so far and and are super excited for their local competition!

Non-Competition Robotics
by Ben Kriebel and August Kotula

Non-Competition Robotics is a fun and complex EHP class. In this 
class, you build and program Lego robots to do tasks on the First Lego 
League challenge board. Non-competition robotics builds on skills 
learned in simple machines and mechanical engineering, and you use 
the six simple machines to complete challenges on the board. We build 
our robots with the Mindstorms EV3 Education kit, plus the Expansion 
Kit.  We build first, and do this by starting on the base and building 
upward, putting the smart EV3 Brick on last.  For consistency sake, we 
have to make our robot go straight, but at the same time be able to fit 
in any gaps that the robot might have to go through to complete a task.  
Next, we build various attachments to help our robots complete the 
different tasks.  Some attachments include arms, forklifts, and guide 
wheels.  Finally, we have to program our robots using the Mindstorms 
EV3 education programming software.  This application uses a drag 
and drop system, making programming simple and easy.  Program-
ming takes a great amount of time, and if a value is the wrong number 
by a slight bit, the whole program could be messed up.  In conclusion, 
Non-Competition robotics is a great EHP class and is great way to be-
gin to learn the vast world of engineering.

halloween haiku:)
by reagan riffle

this current season
is an excellent reason

to characterize

only once a year
that’s october thirty-first

dress up for a day!

whether it be ghosts…
or princesses or dragons

it’s all up to you

but just remember
halloween can get spooky

& you’re never too old

for some halloween fun
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MENTALLY ILL DUDES
by Kylie Johnson

The tortured artist has been a recurring character in real life and 
fiction. Many painters, composers, writers and musicians have suf-
fered from depression, bipolar disorder and schizophrenia, causing 
people to ask the question, are artists more likely to suffer from a 
mental illness? Research says yes. A 2012 study followed 1.2 mil-
lion patients and their families, and they found that bipolar disorder 
is in fact more likely to occur in individuals with artistic abilities 
including dancers, photographers and authors. And authors are more 
likely to face any other psychiatric disease such as depression, anx-
iety, substance abuse and schizophrenia. The topic of this article is 
to go into the specifics of some widely known artists with mental 
illnesses. The first famous artist that you most likely have heard of 
is Vincent Van Gogh. Vincent Van Gogh was believed to be diag-
nosed with depression (perhaps manic depression), bipolar disorder, 
hallucinations and episodes of derangement as well as epilepsy. He 
died horribly in 1890 at the age of 37, which was a hard age to reach 
at that time. Many researchers have blamed his conditions on his 
love and addiction of absinthe, while others have said he had acute 
intermittent porphyria, which is a hereditary metabolic disorder that 
could account for his many, many symptoms as well as his relatives 
history of mental illness. Whatever the cause was, Van Gogh had led 
a very difficult life caused by depression that had resulted in death. 
Another well-known artist is Ludwig van Beethoven. Beethoven, 
as you know, was a musician, but not your everyday musician. He 
suffered from depression and also maybe bipolar disorder. That, of 
course, is in addition to his alcoholism, a condition that eventually 
led to his death due to liver damage. In the book (Diagnosing Ge-
nius: The Life and Death of Beethoven), author François Martin Mai 
notes that Beethoven showed sudden changes of mood going from 
driven and energetic to depressed, showing the highs and lows asso-
ciated with bipolar disorder. Beethoven lived to see 56, and in year 
1827 he died due to liver damage. Then, there is Virginia Woolf. 
Virginia Woolf is the most famous and respected writer of all times, 
some say. But, she was diagnosed with bipolar disorder and commit-
ted suicide in 1941. Woolf’s childhood was awful; both of her par-
ents had died and her half sister died as well, and she had a terrible 
half brother. She had fallen into severe depression multiple times, 
but she ended up not being depressed for a while. During these times 
she would write novels, all very famous now. And in 1941 when 
she was finishing up her last novel, Between The Acts, she fell into 
depression that led to her death. Many artists aren’t what you think, 
and many people are diagnosed with a mental illness. One in 17 
people suffer from a severe mental illness, but fortunately there is in 
fact a cure that could help. 

Turkey Trot
by Lorien Tyne

Every year our school holds a Turkey 
Trot, in which all students participate. 
This occasion has been a tradition for 
at least twenty years at South Meadow. 
The reason for having this event is be-
cause it coexists with the Thanksgiving 
food drive. This food drive is for the sole 
purpose of collecting food for families 
that might not be able to get food for the 
special time of year. The Turkey Trot is 
a sort of celebration of the drive where 
all the students from each grade run, 
or walk if they choose, along a certain 
trail.  If you decide to run in this event, 
there are five winners for boys and five 
winners for girls in each grade. In total, 
there are forty winners and every one of 
them gets a Turkey Trot T-shirt. The top 
boy and girl winners in each grade get 
a gift card for a turkey at Shaws. Mrs. 
Grady is in charge of organizing this 
event, and she does so much to make 
the Thanksgiving celebration possible. 
This includes marking the trail, making 
sure there are staff to cover the route, 
ordering prizes, scheduling the time, 
calling the newspaper, and spreading 
the word. Mrs. Grady makes sure ev-
erything is ready and well organized for 
this fun South Meadow tradition.



New Teacher
by Jack McLaughlin

This year, a lot of new teachers entered the school because of all the 
teachers that retired last year. In fact, almost every eighth grade teach-
er retired this past year (Mrs. Pinard, Mrs. Wrubel, Mrs Bradshaw, and 
Mrs. Morash). Another teacher that retired is Mrs. Rounds, who was a 
fifth grade math teacher. The new teacher that replaces Mrs. Rounds is 
Mr. Iwanowicz. Mr. Iwanowicz was a teacher at Greenfield Elementary 
School last year. I intervewed him asking how he likes South Meadow. “I 
love being at SMS! It’s been such a remarkable change for me to teach at 
a large school after spending all of my 21 years as an educator in small 
schools.”  Mr. Iwanowicz has taught for 21 years, was an elementary 
school principal, and a fourth grade teacher at GES, and is now in his first 
year as a fifth grade teacher at SMS. Different teachers teach for different 
reasons, Mr. Iwanowicz teaches because of the children. “Working with 
kids has been something that has always been natural and fulfilling for 
me.” SMS is a great school so when there is an opportunity to teach here, 
there are going to be a lot of teachers that will want to be a teacher here.
But why would you want to leave one school and teach at another? Mr. 
Iwanowicz says that “I know myself well enough to realize that I needed 
to make a change before I started feeling bored, stagnated, or anxious to move on. The opportunity to teach at 
SMS arose, and I decided to go for it.” When you get older, you need to get a job. A job that you don’t enjoy 
makes your life miserable. A fun job makes life so much more enjoyable, so do what you love. A good job is 
a fun job. The most important question that I asked Mr. Iwanowicz is are you having fun teaching at SMS. He 
said, “The energy of SMS carries me even when I am tired. I love what I am teaching, who I am teaching, and 
with whom I get to teach.” Mr. Iwanowicz is having fun at SMS teaching all the kids here, and all the kids love 
him as a teacher and as a person. SMS is hoping he will stay at SMS as long as he can.
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Programming is how the robotics kids make their robots move, but it’s a bit 
more complicated than that. To be more specific, the robots move by process-
ing the programs made on a computer with a software called Robolab 2.9.4. 
In said software, one is presented with a vast number of little squares called 
blocks, very creative. Each individual block means something different, and 
each individual block can be important when programing. In a program, there 

are some blocks that you’ll find are used more often than others. And you’ll also find that there are some blocks 
which are so incredibly burdensome to understand. Like the container blocks, which can do many things like 
decrease and increase values if used properly. Advanced mechanics like that require lots of experience and con-
fusing wiring to use. In conclusion, programming may seem intimidating at first, but like anything else, with 
practice it becomes much easier.
 
It is the programming that controls what the robot does.  If you make a mistake then your robot won’t work 
the way you want it to.  Hours are spent programming our robot to do tasks on the board.  You need to create 
your programs in steps so it is easier to see what needs to be fixed.  Some students love the programming part, 
some love the building of the robot, and some love doing the research part.  It all comes together with everyone  
helping each other.

Programming
by Will Sennett and Brigham Boice



Forgetfulness of Middle School Students
by Kendall Larson

 
Studies would likely show that middle school students are often neglectful.  Not only this but many students 
also neglect coming to class.  This must be caused by an extensive lack of sticky notes, because it’s not as if we 
forget something once in a while; we forget them often. On one occasion, two students were asked to take out 
the compost; however, when one student dumped the bucket in, he mysteriously fell in with the compost and 
was not helped by his fellow student. He was left for many days and could not escape.  He remains alone in the 
garbage, because everyone forgot about him. Just kidding, but at least you’re paying attention.  I mean, most 
commonly, students will forget the occasional band lesson or EHP class, or that there’s a test on the upcoming 
Thursday.  On the most extreme occurrence, one could even forget to go to a band lesson while writing an arti-
cle about how students forget things. What irony. Actually, and for real this time, on countless occasions I have 
forgotten events, yes I admit it. So does everybody else, think about it. We all forget something once in awhile. 
Honestly don’t criticize someone for forgetting to do something, and include someone who is being forgotten, 
or left alone. We all make mistakes, like a few of these

-A kid forgot to go to class, and stayed in his advisory FOR THE WHOLE DAY!!

-One kid never (forgot) got to get off of the bus, and if you look at the right angle at the right time, you can 
SEE HIM!!

-One kid forgot
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The Peer Mentors Practice Respect
by Reagan Riffle

This week, the Peer Mentors are working on the concept of respect. What is respect? By definition, respect is 
a feeling of deep admiration for someone or something elicited by their abilities, qualities, or achievements. 
The Peer Mentors are finding all of the aspects of this defnition and how respect is seen at school, heard, and 
represented. Some of the examples they gave of what respect is include: being kind and having a good attitude 
towards peers and teachers, being polite and mindful of other’s opinions, making sure that everybody is includ-
ed, making sure that someone is alright if they look upset, helping others when they make mistakes, listening 
when others are talking, and being the first to respond to another’s mistakes when nobody else will. The students 
came up with these examples on their own and are collectively learning how to demonstrate these traits at South 
Meadow in order to create a more positive environment of kindness and respect here at school. Here are a few 
more examples of respect everyone should try:

-taking on tasks even when they aren’t always your own
-thinking before you speak

-picking up trash
-using the golden rule!

-considering all ideas and working together to find an agreeable idea
-helping others when they are in need

-making compliments and always responding to other’s compliments with “thank you”, or “you too”!
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The Book Corner
by Reagan Riffle

This October, Carry On by Rainbow Rowell is definitely a book you should make time to read. I read this 
book in my free time and could not put it down. The story could barely be compared to a Harry Potter spin-
off, because of its unique plot and characters. The story is about Simon Snow, a junior student at the Watford 
School of Magic, who was declared a chosen one by an ancient prophecy, but fails exceedingly to live up to this 
expectation. His magic almost never works, and every single time he tries to use it for recreational purposes, 
he “goes off”, exploding almost everything in a ten foot radius. His power is his worst nightmare, next to his 
roommate Tyrannus Basilton Pitch (Baz). Baz acquires a strong hatred towards Simon during their first year 
together, leaving them at each other’s necks for the rest of their lives. At Watford, a place where magicals live in 
harmony, the reader will question how perfect this utopia really is. Between an arguing government of Mages, 
an insidious Humdrum, and a haunting message from a Ghost, the reader will start to truly question the identity 
of the characters you thought you knew the most. Happy reading :)

Puma Pride September 2016

Good Luck with Testing
Everyone!!


